Sunday 22 September
A Good Kiwi Bloke

Green in the World
10.00 – 11.00am

Hunting and fishing expert, Geoff Thomas, showcases New
Zealand’s great outdoors in Outdoors With Geoff on TV3, now in
its 15th series. Guests on his show have included Richie McCaw
and Rachel Hunter. As a columnist for the New Zealand Herald
and founding editor and contributor to New Zealand Fishing
World, Geoff writes vividly about his exploits. Some of his most
exciting stories are documented in a book bearing the title of
the television series. Join Geoff as he talks about his walk on
the wild side.
Venue:
Concert Chamber, War Memorial Hall, Watt Street
Bookings:
Royal Wanganui Opera House
Admission: $12 (Friends $10)

Bullshit & Underpants

11.30am – 12.30pm

Author and columnist, Joe Bennett, is witty and wise. If
something bothers him, he writes about it. This is what
happened when he bought a five-pack of underpants made
in China from his local Warehouse. The resulting enquiry was
Where Underpants Come From which earned him Whitcoulls
Travcom Travel Book of the Year in 2009. In Double Happiness:
How Bullshit Works Joe explores the ways in which we are
bamboozled by advertisers, politicians and others who are
trying to sell us goods or ideas. His most recent book, Fish Like a
Drink, is a collection of 45 columns. Joe will talk about his life,
travels and works.

2.30 – 3.30pm

Garden design guru, Xanthe White, would like to see gardens,
temporary or permanent, everywhere because she feels there is
the need for more green in the world. Xanthe’s stellar career
has included a Silver Gilt award at the Chelsea Flower Show,
as well as gold and silver medals and the People’s Choice
awards at the Ellerslie Flower Show. At the 2012 Gardening
World Cup in Japan she was awarded a gold medal as well as
Best Design award. Her work ranges from private commissions
to major urban projects. She appears frequently on radio and
television, and somehow, in between all of this, she manages
to write books, among them, Organic Vegetable Gardening and
The Natural Garden. This afternoon Xanthe will discuss garden
design, and give us some insights into the Chelsea Flower Show.
Venue:
Concert Chamber, War Memorial Hall, Watt Street
Bookings:
Royal Wanganui Opera House
Admission: $12 (Friends $10)

The Whanganui Literary Festival Trust acknowledges with
thanks the sponsors and funders. We could not do this without
you. Please support our sponsors.

Venue:
Alexander Library, Queen’s Park
Bookings:
Royal Wanganui Opera House
Admission: $25 (includes lunch, bookings essential)

Cheques should be marked ‘not transferable’ and made
out to the Royal Wanganui Opera House.
EARLY BIRD SEASON TICKETS are available from
Monday 22 July – Friday 23 August. $65 ($55 for Friends
of the Whanganui Literary Festival – please quote your
membership number.) The cost includes all sessions
except Fringe, Children’s and catered events.
Please ensure that you enclose all the following information
when booking by fax or post:
t
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1.00 – 2.00pm

Judicial wordsmith, John Adams, is a District Court and
Family Court judge in West Auckland by day and a writer by
night. He also has a Masters in Creative Writing from The
University of Auckland. His first book Briefcase, is a blend
of poems in traditional and experimental form, based on
what he knows best – the language of the law, among other
idiosyncratic subjects such as a sudoku puzzle, and a menu.
The collection received the New Zealand Society of Author’s
Best First Book of Poetry Award in 2010. Then followed a book
of equally distinctive short stories, Elbow Stories, which explore
the complexities of human nature. Earlier this year John Adams
was on sabbatical from the judiciary as a Visiting Fellow at
Cambridge. He will be reading from his works while you enjoy a
delicious catered lunch.

Phone and fax bookings can only be made with credit card
payment. Please have card number and expiry date at hand.
NB: Phone and mail bookings incur an $8 transaction fee.

BOOK NOW AND SAVE

Venue:
Concert Chamber, War Memorial Hall, Watt Street
Bookings:
Royal Wanganui Opera House
Admission: $12 (Friends $10)

From the Bench

69 St Hill Street, P O Box 257, Wanganui
Tel: (06) 349 0511 Fax: (06) 349 0512
www.royaloperahouse.co.nz
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All programme details, dates, times and ticket prices are
correct at the time of print. The Whanganui Literary
Festival Trust reserves the right to change any of these
without notice.
ROYAL WANGANUI OPERA HOUSE

OTHER SUPPORTERS & SPONSORS:
151 on London Motel - Desmond Bovey - Midtown
Motor Inn - Paige’s Book Gallery - Aaron Potaka
Penguin Random House - Riverside Motel

14 – 22 September 2013
Programme

Please note that the organisers have worked hard to
make these events safe and enjoyable for everyone. The
organisers do not accept responsibility for any injury to
person or damage to property resulting from this event.
For further details please contact:
Joan Rosier-Jones, P O Box 4135, Whanganui
5FMFQIPOF .PCJMF
E-mail: rosier@xtra.co.nz

www.writersfest.co.nz

Sunday 15 September

An Evening with Witi Ihimaera

Chorizo Book Fair

The Antipodean answer to the Frankfurt Book Fair! This
gathering of local authors will be a great book fest. Enjoy the
buzz as you talk to the authors about their work, listen to them
read, buy their books and have the books personally signed.
Readings will take place throughout the day. A $10 fee will
apply to participating authors. Please contact Joan Rosier-Jones
for details (contact details in this brochure).

Fringe Festival

Venue:
Alexander Library, Queen’s Park
Bookings:
Not required
Admission: Free

Saturday 14 September
Fantasy Fiction

10.00am – 3.00pm

10.30 – 11.30am

Readership for fantasy fiction is vast. Learn how to write a pageturner that will appeal to young and old alike, and pick up
some tips on how to make your fantasy world as real as the one
you live in with Prabh Mokha, author of The Last Sanctuary.
Even if you don’t intend to write a fantasy novel, this will be an
informative, enlightening and entertaining session.
Venue:
Bookings:

Red Lion Inn, 45 Anzac Parade
Community Education Service (CES)
19 Taupo Quay, Tel: 345 4717
Admission: Gold coin

Main Events
Grand Opening

5.30 – 7.00pm

The evening begins with drinks and nibbles as you mix and
mingle with fellow book-lovers and authors. The Festival will be
officially opened by Whanganui Mayor, Annette Main.
Venue:
Sarjeant Gallery, Queen’s Park
Bookings:
Not required
Admission: Free

The Art of Literary Conversation 11.45am – 12.45pm
Exciting writing inspires conversation – and over lunch today
you can share your views on a variety of literary subjects with
your fellow diners. The discussion is guided by a series of
questions aimed at connecting the value of reading to one’s
own life. Lunch prices range from $12 to $24. Order on arrival.
Red Lion Inn, 45 Anzac Parade
Community Education Service (CES)
19 Taupo Quay, Tel: 345 4717
Admission: Free (pay for own lunch at counter)

Legends Literary Bus Tour

Joe Bennett
Gregory O’Brien

Meet outside Red Lion Inn, 45 Anzac Parade
Community Education Service (CES)
19 Taupo Quay, Tel: 345 4717
Admission: $25 (Friends $20)

Saturday 21 September
A Writer in the Family

10.00 – 11.00am

After Judith White’s beloved mother died, her daughter,
writer and gardening guru, Xanthe White, brought home an
orphan duckling. Initially Judith was not overly happy, but as
the duck grew and affection mutually blossomed, Judith decided
to use this bond as a metaphor for human relationships. The
resulting novel, The Elusive Language of Ducks, published this
year, is described as ‘a quirky, astute and heart-warming read’.
Tangerine Publications has also published Judith this year, with
a reprint of Visiting Ghosts, her short story collection which won
the BNZ Katherine Mansfield Centenary Award. This morning
mother and daughter will chat with Gayelene Holly.
Venue:
Concert Chamber, War Memorial Hall, Watt Street
Bookings:
Royal Wanganui Opera House
Admission: $12 (Friends $10)

Witi Ihimaera

Renaissance Man

1.00 – 4.30pm

Whanganui has been home, or played host, to many writers,
TUBSUJOHXJUIUIF3FW3JDIBSE5BZMPSJO.BSL5XBJOXBT
a visitor in the late 19th century with strong views about the
memorials at Moutoa Gardens. Among many, Janet Frame,
James K. Baxter, Sylvia Ashton-Warner, Robin Hyde and Ian
Cross were inspired by the region. Visit the sites they inhabited
and hear their stories. Includes afternoon tea at the home of
local author, Valerie Cowan.

Once the Festival has been officially opened, those with tickets
will move down to the Concert Chamber in the War Memorial
Hall to hear our keynote speaker, Witi Ihimaera. Of te
Aitanga-a-Mahaki descent, Witi was the first Maori writer to
publish a novel, and later a collection of short stories. He then
worked as a diplomat for the NZ Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
in Australia and the USA, and during this time he took a tenyear break from writing. His literary career began again with The
Matriarch  BOETJODFUIFOIFIBTCFFOXJEFMZQVCMJTIFE
and acclaimed. His work has been adapted for the screen, most
notably Whale Rider. His most recent work is based on his 2006
novella, The Medicine Woman. Its latest incarnation, White Lies,
includes the film script by Dana Rotberg. Witi will talk with
local booklover, Henry Ngapo, about his life and works.
Venue:
Concert Chamber, War Memorial Hall, Watt Street
Bookings:
Royal Wanganui Opera House
Admission: $12 (Friends $10)

Friday 20 September

Venue:
Bookings:

7.30 – 8.30pm

Judith White

Xanthe White

Grant Smithies

Venue:
Bookings:

Christine Leunens

Geoff Thomas

John Adams

11.30am – 12.30pm

More Than Words

1.30 – 2.30pm

Is there such a thing as a ‘faithful adaptation’ from a novel
to the screen? Watching your printed words being adapted
for the screen and making compromises for the sake of a
cinematic narrative cannot be easy. Belgian-New Zealander,
Christine Leunens, and Witi Ihimaera discuss the highs
and lows of taking a novel from page to screen. Christine has
a Master’s Degree from Harvard University in English and
American Literature and Language. Her novel, Caging Skies,
has been adapted by Taika Waititi of Boy fame. The resulting
script made the Black List, 2012. Currently casting is underway
for the film, which will be shot in Berlin and edited in New
Zealand. Christine is an award-winning scriptwriter as well as
a novelist, while Witi is no stranger to the process. His novel
Whale Rider became an award winning movie, and his novella,
Medicine Woman is now the period drama, White Lies, a major
screen production. Christine’s latest book, A Can of Sunshine, is
out this month. Local film buff, Hamish McDouall will chair
this session.
Venue:
Concert Chamber, War Memorial Hall, Watt Street
Bookings:
Royal Wanganui Opera House
Admission: $12 (Friends $10)

The Music Man

3.00 – 4.00pm

Grant Smithies, formerly of Whanganui, chats with Cass
Alexander about his life as a columnist and commentator on
musical matters. His columns in the Sunday Star Times, often
very funny, often quite serious, are widely read and his slot on
Radio Live is a must-listen for those who want to keep up with
musical trends, or take a look back at the past. Of his book,
Soundtrack: 118 Great New Zealand Albums, Grant says: ‘I thought
it was overdue that someone wrote a book about New Zealand
music that has a more emotional angle rather than historical…
I really enjoy music writing where the writer gets to spin their
wheels on why they love the music, what it means to them
within their broader life.’ Soundtrack is described by novelist,
Mary McCallum, as: ‘...a passionate, provocative, idiosyncratic,
hilarious, moving paean to NZ music.’

Gregory O’Brien is a man of many parts – poet, artist,
essayist, editor, curator, commentator and non-fiction author.
He was the recipient of the Prime Minister’s Award for Literary
Achievement in 2012. He has been published in many languages
and been a guest in places as far afield as Ireland and Moscow.
Using a visual presentation, Gregory will talk about his recent
books, discussing how poetry is the hub around which all the
other arts spin. We’ll also hear about his recent experiences
writing about artists Pat Hanly, Graham Percy, Euan Macleod
and Barry Brickell, and the Kermadec project.

Venue:
Concert Chamber, War Memorial Hall, Watt Street
Bookings:
Royal Wanganui Opera House
Admission: $12 (Friends $10)

Venue:
Concert Chamber, War Memorial Hall, Watt Street
Bookings:
Royal Wanganui Opera House
Admission: $12 (Friends $10)

Venue:
Element Cafe, 26 Victoria Ave
Bookings:
Royal Wanganui Opera House (bookings essential)
Admission: $55

Dinner with the Stars

6.30 for 7.00 – 10.00pm

Paige’s Book Gallery and Random House play dinner hosts to
the stars of the Festival. Join MC, Paul Brooks, in an evening of
food and fun while you dine and chat with our visiting authors.
The ticket price includes one glass of wine, nibbles and a twocourse dinner. Bar service is available at your own cost.

